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there exist several eases in the family, cither in the direct line or in tlie 
collateral branches. In 11 per cent, the affection is directly hereditary, 
being more frequent in the paternal than in the maternal line, in 
an equal number of cases the disease is present in two collateral 
branches. Cases are less frequent in collateral branches of the preced¬ 
ing^ general ion, but do occur. Whole families arc occasionally observed 
which are affected by the malady, even for three generations. Sabou- 
raud especially emphasizes the fact that in 1(M) cases taken at random 
the alfeetion is hereditary in at least 22. 


Eosinophiliain Scabies.— Kolmar (Journal Culmirou.i Dixca.ir.i, .lune, 
1011), studying IS eases of scabies observed during its occurrence in 
an institution for children, found that there was a fairly well-marked 
ensinophilia, the eosinophilous cells being increased in number relatively 
as well as absolutely. The degree of cosinophiliu appears to depend 
upon the severity of the disease, being most marked during the acme 
of the eruption, gradually reaching the normal with the cure of the 
malady. Kolmar also noted a mild leukocytosis, varying in amount 
according to the severity of the affection. 


Gonorrheal Hyperkeratoses.—Altxixcs and .M kykr-Hklius (Archie 
f. Dermatologic unil Sy/Juli.*, Hand cviii. Heft 1 and 2) report a number 
of eases of gonorrhea accompanied by cutaneous symptoms, the most 
interesting of which was a hyperkeratosis, usually upon the hands and 
feet. In conclusion, Arning and Meyer-Ocltus find that there is a 
definite form o f gonorrheal general infection characterized by multiple 
subacute, non-ankvlosing arthritis, endogenous conjunctivitis, and a 
third symptom, the so-called gonorrheie keratosis. The last appears 
most frequently under the form of a balanitis eireinata, less often upon 
tlie hands ami feet, and upon other portions of the cutaneous surface. 
The keratosis has a preliminary vesicular stage which is followed later 
by parakeratotic crust formation. Transitions to other forms of gon¬ 
orrheie exanthemata are observed. Host (DcrmnloUigischc Zcitxchrift, 
Hand xviii, Ileft 3) likewise reports 3 cases of gonorrheal keratosis 
associated with universal ankylosing arthritis. In concluding his report 
lie remarks that such hyperkeratoses are infrequent in gonorrhea, 
and that they are almost always associated with polyarticular, sub¬ 
acute, tolerably severe inflammation of the joints, which may go on to 
ankylosis. Besides the skin and joint symptoms, there may be severe 
general symptoms, cachexia, neuralgias, and muscle atrophy. The 
appearance of the exanthein, like the arthritis, is not associated with 
manifest gonorrhea, but may arise from latent foci even after several 
years. 



IIVCIK.VK AND PUBLIC HEALTH 


hygiene and public health 

U.VDEn THE CHARGE OF 

MILTON J. UOSENAU, M.D., 

° r * UrVMtvc ““««« umibcb. uauvard medical »cuooi, WtaTM*. „ 1M .. 

AND 

ARTHUR I. KENDALL, I'n.D., Dn.I> I] 

*» U „ 1C „« „„„ mioot 


Benberi and Unpolished Rice in the Philippines.—II eiseu ( Jn,„ 
; Ipl?. li. 1237 to 123S) repons excellent result, Z n 

L„“ m thc P , hili PP i "'-' Elands. Prior to Fcbruarv, 

Th °’l p “ la, J Ld n “ was commonly used in the Culion leper colon,- 

were S9S U o1 ^.h-h T' 60 " Pelj .™ ar >- 190a . a '"l Pcbmarv, 101a 

wcr(.bJ5of which, 309 were due to beriberi. From February Mm 

February, mil, unpolished riee was used, and there were 309 deaths 
a reduction of over one-half tlie death rate for thc previous vear’ 
It is significant that there were no deaths from beriberi during'this 
IQ l i C n Va i fol J°." n m S t . ,lc “se of unpolished rice. At thc end of January 
1910, about oO patients remained in the hospital of the colony under¬ 
going treatment for benberi. Each of these patients received d iik 
m addition to the regular food allowance, 15 grains of rice polishing,’ 
and improvement was noticed in all except 2 eery advance - ^-’ 
which subsequently died. Within two weeks following this treatmem 
howeyer, the eases were so far recovered as to he able to leave the 
hospital, and within a month all were pronounced cured. These results 
have been so striking that the government has drafted a hill providing 
for the general use of unpolished rice; that is, rice containing at least 
•4 per cent, of phosphorus as phosphorus pentoxide, and tile levying 

WiM taX U | P<m P° lshcd r r ' cc "! uch nlak “ 'hi sale practically prohibiting 
U itli such an array of facts it would seem that a definite' advance has- 
been made in the study of beriberi. Ila: ’ 

Bueaudat and Daniel (Annates dc Chut. 1‘mhur, February 1*111 
No 2) report from the Pasteur Institute at Saigon in Indolchina 
that nee bran seems to remove the cause of beriberi and prevent its 
development. They gave the brail in the form of pills mixed with 
syrup and peppermint, about 40 grams of the bran being thus added 
daily to the ordinary food. A, a prophylactic it was found that no 
case of benberi developed among 49 native soldiers who took the 
bran, while 11.4 per cent, of 311 controls developed the disease 

? rinki . n , g IVDlk from Cows iritb Udder Tuberculosis.- 
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1.110, Heft x) reports the results obtained from an investigation ex¬ 
tending over four years (January, 1905, to April, 1909) hv the Imperial 
Board of Health of Germany; IK! separate investigations were made 
including fi_S persons (2M of whom were ehildren, were adults, 




